


Greetings 
infidels! 



Welcome to another build article.  I’ll be building an armour subject this time around 

 and wanting to try a few techniques, particularly trying to concentrate on the paint 

finish.  For that I might try the ‘hairspray’ technique.  The kit that will be used is 

Tamiya’s 1/35 T-55A kit.  Tamiya’s reputation for quality should make the build part 

relatively easy I hope.    





Two aftermarket products were used.  A turned barrel with a new canvas cover and 

some P/E.  The Tamiya barrel is perfectly fine but aftermarket barrels do make things 

a lot easier.  I’m not a huge fan of P/E, which is why I used it???  I mainly bought 

it for the fuel drums to be used on the back.  This makes it easier to add damage. 



I can’t say enough what a pleasure it was to assemble this thing.  Easy with no 

problems and it took hardly any time at all.  The next slides show some of the 

additions. 







This article will be mainly about the painting, and since the kit was such a breeze to 

assemble there’s not much else to say.  I’ll start the painting process in the next article.  

I’ll be going for a worn look and I’m looking to add a little something different with 

the rear fuel drums.  So far I’m happy how beat up they look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for the next article. 





Welcome to another instalment of the T-55 build articles.  The first article dealt with 

the assembly of the model and the added accessories.  Now it’s on to the painting 

stage.  I started by priming the model with Vallejo’s black primer.  I had problems 

with this primer the first time I used it.  I thought I’d have another go at it.  This 

time it was thinned with distilled water instead of the Vallejo thinner.  I used my 

Badger 150 with a large tip to spray it on and it went on in no time at all.   



Next step was to apply a base colour of green.  I used XF-58 which I thought 

was a good match for Russian green.  After that the entire model was given a coat of 

Future which is in preparation for the next step.  Both applications were done with the 

Badger 150 (large tip) and both went on fast and easy. 



Before proceeding to the next step I also painted the end section of the barrel and taped 

off the fuel drum straps.  You can see that I’ve painted the fuel drums in non 

traditional colours.  For the next step I asked Sandy for some hairspray.  I don’t 

have a picture of her reaction but I think you’ll be able to figure it out.  Again using 

the Badger 150 I coated the whole tank with hairspray. 



I coated the entire tank with a mix of 60% XF-2 white and 40% XF-59 desert 

yellow.  This mixture was then thinned with about 50% thinner.  I don’t actually 

measure the amounts but use my eye to determine the ratios.  Again the Badger 150 

was utilized. 



Using a large soft brush and distilled water I started working on the tank surface to 

remove part of the sand colour.  Everything I had read suggested using a large soft 

brush but it wasn’t taking any paint off.  I therefore switched to my dry-brushing brush 

and started working the surface a little more vigorously.  This started working.  Pre-

soaking the area also helped and I discovered that twirling the brush sped up the 

removal process.  Additionally if you tap the metal band holding the brush hairs 

against the surface this helps speed up the process as well.  The paint may have been a 

little difficult to remove as I had also added a little bit of Tamiya clear to the sand 

mix.  Next time I won’t do that. 







I’ll end this article here.  I still have lots of work left.  I’m tempted not to take the 

painting process further, but my original intention was to apply a 2 tone camouflage of 

sand and green.  I think I’m still going to proceed that way even though the initial 

results are pleasing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for the next article. 





Welcome to another instalment of the T-55 build articles.  I left off last time having 

tried the hairspray technique for the first time.  I’ll start off by having another go at it.  

The model was washed with dish soap and left to dry.  Then I glued back all the 

small bit that had broken off previously so that I can have a go at breaking them off 

again.  Next up I gave the model another coat of Future and then sprayed a heavy 

coat of hairspray.  Again the Badger 150 was used. 



I used my Iwata HP-B to spray the green camouflage.  Tamiya XF-65 field grey 

was used and thinned roughly by 40%.  All painting was done free hand. 



Next up was to remove some of the green camouflage.  I used my dry brushing brush 

again.  The paint came off easier this time, perhaps because I applied a heavier coat of 

hair spray or because I didn’t add clear to the green mix.  As a result I had to take a 

little more care as some bigger chunks could come off.  Nothing that proved 

troublesome however. 



The model was then washed with dish soap and left to dry.  I was very careful 

cleaning it with a toothbrush as I didn’t want the washing process to remove any more 

paint, just the sludge that was left over from the process.  Spraying the 3 colours 

resulted in a nice variety of ‘chips/wear’.  I can see why this technique is popular as I 

doubt that I could have replicated the randomness with a paintbrush, no matter how 

drunk I get.  Once dry everything was sealed with another coat of Future.   



There’s a few things to point out in this photo.  You can see the difference between the 

green base colour and the camouflage green.  This is the effect I was going for.  The 

other thing is the faint sludge that had dried on the surface (circled).  I used a wet Q-

tip to work away the stain.  I didn’t get rid of all of it 100%, but when I go to dust a 

sand colour over the whole tank this should blend in with no problems. 



Other details that were worked on. 



Other details that were worked on. 



The tracks could now be assembled along with the wheels.  Unfortunately the 

assembled tracks end up stretched straight when there should be a noticeable sag to 

them.  I glued the tracks to the middle 3 wheels to create the sagged effect.  The result 

isn`t quite as nice as single link metal aftermarket items but it`s a whole lot cheaper and 

should suffice hopefully. 



It`s starting to look like a tank now.  The whole paint appearance still looks stark at 

this point.  Next up I`ll be doing some filters, washes and streaks to blend everything 

together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stay tuned for the next article. 





At the end of the last article I had the tracks assembled onto the tank.  It was now 

time to turn my attention back to the overall paint effect. 



Work continued on the finish. 



Work continued on the finish. 



MIG Europe dust pigment was thinned with Humbrol enamel thinner and slopped on 

the road wheels, tracks and anywhere else I thought it was required.  It was then left 

to dry.  Where required a dry brush was used to blend the pigments and then MIG 

pigment fixer was applied to set everything permanently.  Tracks were then dry brushed 

with a metallic colour on all the high spots. 



In quick summary, the tank was given a brown filter wash, then pigments were used to 

add rust, then a black pin wash highlighted any recesses, sponging with dark grey was 

done to certain edges and finally everything was dusted with a very thinned XF-57 

buff with some flat base added to also give the tank a dulled finish.  This light 

overspray helped tone the colours down and made them less harsh. 



So now it’s time to reveal the finished product.  I kept the fuel drums hidden in all my 

previous pictures as I wanted this to be a surprise.  I’m sure someone with an 

IPMS membership is going to have a cow over them but I thought it would be a nice 

detail to add versus the generic finish one would expect.  Perhaps the tank crew stopped 

at some refineries when their original drums were worn out.  The colour on them is 

faded but they along with the orange on the barrel help add some overall colour to the 

tank.  I also love the look of the menacing machine gun on the turret. 







I also wanted to mention that I used TMMI magazine issue 97 as inspiration and 

as a guide for this project.  Although the hairspray technique wasn’t used in the 

magazine article, this is still an excellent reference to use. 



When looking back on this build I 

think I was able to hit all the listed 

objectives in the theorem. 

 

Build Often – Been doing that 

lately and this model didn’t take long 

to put together. 

 

Build Quality Kits – This 

Tamiya kit can’t be beat. 

 

 

Build Out-of-the-Box – For the 

most part I did.  The P/E was 

mainly for the fuel drums. 

 

Try Something New – First time 

trying the ‘hairspray’ technique. 

 

 

Be Open – Hopefully I’m not 

boring anyone with my articles.  One 

of the things I’m trying to do is 

share techniques I’ve been 

experimenting/practicing with myself. 

 

Have Fun – This kit certainly was. 



The Tamiya kit was awesome.  It really doesn’t need any aftermarket items.  The gun 

barrel addition was part laziness.  The Tamiya piece is more than acceptable.  The kit 

fuel drums could likely have been beat up fairly easily as well.  As for the tracks I 

think I was able to make the kit pieces work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hairspray technique was interesting to do.  I don’t see a reason why I wouldn’t 

attempt it again on another item.  I’m very happy with how the fuel drums turned out 

and the exhaust to my eye anyway looks very rusty and heat stained.  I’m glad I had 

another go at using the Vallejo primer.  I encountered no problems with it this time 

around.  I’ll continue to test it and thin it with water only.  For generally not building 

much armour I am happy with the results I achieved.  Use of pigments can certainly 

help produce nice results. 


