




I’m going to say that Rob coerced me to take part in the club Shell 4000 theme build.  He 
promised me an engine free Tamiya kit.  This is what I got instead.  Looks like it’s an older Fujimi 
kit and it does come with an engine.  No big deal.  I’ll assemble the engine but plan on painting 
everything black and not opening anything up.  Fujimi call the car a Nissan, but it was still called 

a Datsun in 1966.  The Nissan name was actually first used in the early 1930’s if you were 
curious. 



Reference shouldn’t be a big deal in this build and the very grainy and pixilated pictures is all 
that Rob supplied me with.  Thanks, I think… 



There were some horrible ejector pin marks in the floor that I scraped away and tried to blend in 
with Mr. Surfacer.  I’d like the interior to look half decent if I can. 



The best way to describe the engine and the underside is to say that I slapped it together.  Fit on 
some of the pieces is questionable. 



There are horrible trenches on the floor.  I decided to cover them up with 0.010” styrene to 
improve the appearance. 



Also included in the kit is a roll bar, however it’s not mentioned in the instructions.  I saw a 
shape that didn’t quite belong in the grainy pictures, so I think the car had a roll bar. 



Turning my attention to the body, I had glued the hardtop on, sanded away the molding seams 
and washed the whole body in preparation for painting.  Once dry I sprayed Tamiya White Fine 

Surface Primer on everything. 



Then I airbrushed Tamiya XF-7 Red onto everything.  This is a matt colour. 



Some fine sanding to remove any dust and I sprayed several coats of TS-49 straight out of the 
can.  A risky move for me as I have so many times ended up with orange peel or paint drips.  My 
first coat was thin and showed all sorts of orange peel.  After a few minutes I sprayed a heavier 
coat and let everything dry.  It’s not perfectly smooth but not too bad either.  The next task will 

be to wet sand it and get a smooth finish. 



After a fine sanding with 3,600 grit paper and some polishing I wore the paint through in a few 
places.  Easy solution would be to make them rust spots…it is a Datsun you know. 



I’m not going with the rust option so this time around I decanted the spray paint and airbrush 
the model again.  Something I should have done in the first place, but my laziness resulted in the 

spray bomb attempt.  Whether the model was still full of dust or if particles came through the 
airbrush, I had a rough surface after airbrushing.  I therefore needed to have another go at 

creating a smooth and glossy surface.  



Using a Q-tip I first had a go at polishing the surface with Novus 3 and 2 which was then 
followed by Model Wax.  I discovered that the wax did a good job of smoothing the paint.  You 
can see the Q-tip has paint on it from the wax application.  There’s petroleum distillates in the 
wax.  This helps get a better finish and I didn’t bother using the Novus for the rest of the body.  



I also had a few spots were paint brush touch up was required.  Again I found the wax did a good 
job of blending this in and the need for fine wet sanding was minimal.  This certainly gives me a 

lot of confidence going forward knowing that any touch ups required aren’t the end of the 
world. 



The last step in the main body prep was to apply Mr. Hi-Coating.  This is essentially Novus 1 but 
numerous times more expensive.  Lesson learned… 



This picture starts to give an idea of the finish I managed to achieve.  There are a few issues with 
it.  It has a small amount of orange peel, and there’s a few sections on the body where the finish 
isn’t at the same level.  It comes down to the fact that I started the painting process with a spray 

can instead of an airbrush.  Lesson learned for next time.  That said I think I’ve achieved the 
same paint quality as a 1966 Datsun.  That’s the story I’m going with. 



There’s a few places where the paint has worn away again.  In some spots paint touch up is 
required, in other spots it’s where the chrome is. 



I’ve managed to overcome some challenges that I created with the paint.  I look at this as a good 
lesson for myself.  I’ve had good and poor results with gloss coats in the past, so this is a good 
exercise.  I’m going to say that Rob is testing me, as the next challenge will be the chrome.  I 

have some ideas on how to tackle that, so the next build article will tell if I have success.  I also 
plan on working on the interior more. 



Time to continue.  In the first update I covered getting the body colour into a half decent state.  
The finish is far from perfect and I hate accepting it in one sense but seeing that I don’t always 
build automotive subjects it’s still a good exercise and should serve me to do better next time.  

Now it’s onto the chrome details. 



I first gave Bare Metal Foil a go but I wasn’t happy with the result and I was struggling to keep it 
in place.  That was either due to the wax treatment I had given the finish or due to the fact that 
the BMF I have can be measured on an archeological time scale.  I’ve heard the stuff goes off if 

it’s too old.  Then there’s my next option… 



Yes it’s masking time again. 

You want this, don’t you.. 



So I masked everything except the sections that needed chrome.  This was still tricky as the 
masking tape also had problems sticking to the painted body. 



First step was to spray some XF-1 flat black.  I did this to increase the chance of the paint 
sticking.  Then I sprayed X-1 gloss and when it was dry I sprayed Alclad 2 chrome. 



It’s difficult to see the result in this picture but it’s pretty acceptable, not perfect by any means 
though.  This was probably my best option.  All the chrome on this car makes it a bit of a pain. 



There was some leaks on the masks but fortunately wax removed the offending sections of 
overspray. 



I decided to brighten the interior a bit by spraying a tan colour trim on the seats and the side 
panels.  Maybe this stems from my 20 year career in automotive interiors… 



I utilized the Fujimi buckles for the seatbelts.  Their scale thickness would probably equal 3 
inches in the real world.  The straps are from first aid tape. 



The fit of the front windshield is atrocious.  It seems like the kit part belongs to another kit.  I 
had to file the bottom a bit to get the fit better but limited the amount of work I put into this as 
no matter what I would do it would still not be as it should.  In the process some of the chrome 

got scrapped and I also wanted to minimize that damage.   



Even the front side windows aren’t covered fully.  It looks like this on both sides of the car. 



The body wouldn’t fit either without having to remove the piece that looked like an oil cooler.  
WTF?  Then clamping was required to keep it in place. 



The rear rims were too deep strangely.  I cut them to the proper width with a micro saw. 



Here’s the cut rims before I repainted them.  I also experienced issues when fitting the rims onto 
the axles.  They were either too tight or too loose, it was different for each rim.  



So I’m not revealing what things look like so far.  In this case it’s no so much that I want to 
surprise everyone, it’s more shamefulness.  This isn’t going to be my best work.  It won’t be my 
worst as it hasn’t found the trash bin and the fact that I haven’t thrown it out speaks to the fact 

that at least I’ve put a little effort into it, but truth be told I’m not setting the bar high on this 
one.  Next steps will be to add the rest of the little pieces and wait for decals.  I am using this 
build as an exploratory build.  Yes I have built cars before (not a whole lot though), but I still 

want more practice and the long spans between don’t always help.  But I do want some 
feedback on techniques.  



So for starters, how does everyone approach the trim whether it’s chrome or black?  Does it get 
painted before the body or is Bare Metal Foil the approach? 

This is also not the first time I’ve run into issues with the windshield fit on a car.  Is best practice 
to do test fitting before body painting commences?  Let me know if you have any other insights 

from things you’ve seen in my updates.   
The last piece of feedback regards Rob.  I’m starting to think he’s either testing my skill sets with 
this kit or he’s more sadistic than I thought.  I’ve already proven that my skill sets can’t make this 

great so I’m leaning more towards the latter…   



The part I’ve been dreading the most, painting the raised lettering.  These are the largest letters 
and turned out the worst.  Perhaps they were worn down with the sanding/polishing. 



Although not perfect, the letters on the side turned out a bit better. 



Again same thing in the rear.  It’s hard to see in the picture but the brake and blinker lenses have 
been painted with clear colours. 



The rear wheels look a bit odd when mounted but there’s not much I can do about it.  The top 
of the tire seems to be rubbing against the rear fender. 



Strangely what I’m most proud of in the build is the side mirror reflecting surface.  I had cut 
circles from highly reflective duct tape.  At least this part looks somewhat realistic! 



The windshield wipers are also somewhat weird in their orientation and they don’t conform to 
the windshield.  I did my best to use them to hide the area of the lower windshield to body area. 



And here is what the almost finished car looks like.  All that is left is painting the license plates 
and adding decals. 



So the car doesn’t look as good as the real car in this picture.  But I’m going to live with the 
result I got.  Again the purpose of the build for me was to get some practice and to get the 

theme build out of the way.  This better not be one of those club theme builds of the past where 
everyone agrees to a subject and I end up being one of the few people to actually complete it.  I 

will have one more update once the decals are on.  There are a few things that I’ve taken in 
lesson wise. 

1.  If at all possible build quality kits.  The car kits I own look like they fall into that category so 
hopefully there shouldn’t be any worries about horrible fit of parts, etc. 



2. Check the fit of the windows before any painting begins.  As I mentioned in the last update 
this is the second time I’ve encountered horrible front windshield fit on a kit and I think it’s 
best to make any adjustments/corrections before the painting stage.  It might even be an 
idea to install the windshield before painting. 

3. The chroming sequence and process sucks, even the suggestions on how people do it 
doesn’t appeal to me.  I think I want to stay away from Bare Metal Foil and painting it after 
polishing/waxing doesn’t work 100% either.  I’ll have to consider some other options, but at 
this time I’m wondering if it makes sense to chrome before the painting phase starts. 


