
  





  

We’ve recently been blessed with a large 
variety of Star Wars kits, mainly from Bandai.  

They have put out a lot of 1/72 scale kits, 
some 1/48 scale as well as 1/144.  I think the 
subject dictates which scale they choose.  But 
they also put out a series of 1/12 scale figures.  

There’s some work to them as you saw in my 
Boba Fett article to get them to a certain level 

of realism, however their 1/12 droids look 
easier to get to that level.  On a side note 

they’ll be releasing a 1/2 scale version of BB-8.  
That’ll be big!  Anyway, I decided to build a 
1/12 droid and chose the most famous and 

popular of the Star Wars droids. 



  

I’ve decided to build a Gonk droid.  O.K., it’s 
not the most famous or popular and on top of 
that there’s no kit of it.  That said I decided 

to scratch build one. 



  

If you don’t remember this 
droid, it was in ‘A New Hope’ and 

also was being tortured in 
‘Return of the Jedi’.  It was also 
recently included in filming of 

‘Rouge One’. 



  

Searching the internet 
I came across a plan 

for a Gonk droid.  
There’s no dimensions 
to it but they had a 
shadow of C-3P0.  

Some quick 
measurements and 
comparing it to the 

height of the Bandai 
kit told me that the 
drawing was in 1/12 
scale.  That makes 
things a bit easier. 



  

Although initially one might think this would be a easy scratch 
build, the fact that the top and bottom sections are angled on 
both sides as well as the central recess made things a bit more 

difficult. 



  

Flat styrene was used for the panels and quarter round was glued 
at the edges.  In the middle I used ‘I’ beam to create the recess.  
Then lots of putty was used on the outside to obtain the rounded 

edges. 



  

I scratch build all the details.  For the front socket I cut the top 
of a pen protective cap.  

Pen cap 



  

For the side sockets I cut the base of two plastic wall anchors. 

Wall anchors Wall anchors 



  

Next up was building the feet.  They’re pretty simple shape wise 
and didn’t take long to make. 



  

Each foot is basically 2 boxes with a spacer between the sections.  
I drilled a hole through the bottom of the feet (as well as the 
main droid body) since Larry was kind enough to point out the 

potential of it becoming a pressure vessel and expanding with an 
increase in temperature.  The holes help equalize any pressure 

differential. 



  

To start the painting process everything was primed in flat black. 



  

Next I used XF-51 Khaki Drab which I lightened with some white.  
This was sprayed over the primer. 



  

I’ve done the following step on previous Star Wars builds.  I used 
Vallejo masking fluid and sponged it all over the body and feet. 



  

Then I sprayed XF-51 Khaki Drab without any colour alterations 
over everything and then removed the masking fluid.  I mainly 

used my thumb for this but also had to employ a toothbrush (not 
the one I use for my teeth) to remove the more stubborn 

sections.  Looks a bit harsh at the moment but weathering should 
tone things down. 



  

I wanted to add a bit more contrast and colour so I masked a 
stripe section and then used the masking fluid again. 



  

I sprayed a very toned down yellow (yellow with white added) for 
the stripe. 



  

I wasn’t happy with how stark the contrast was between the 
colours so I sprayed a highly thinned coat of XF-51 over 

everything to blend the colours. 



  

So here’s the finished product after attaching the legs and some 
added weathering. 



  

The legs courtesy of Rob. 



  



  

I am blaming Rob for getting me into scratch building.  It’s not like I 
don’t have enough kits to work on.  That said my scratch building 

abilities/experience is still in its’ infancy.  This is the 2nd scratch build 
project I’ve completed, the first being the Death Star 2.  I’m still 
sticking to relatively simple shapes to gain experience, but perhaps 

that’s the secret to scratch building, break down the parts into simple 
shapes.  As much as I blame Rob I also need to thank him for making 
the legs for me.  Although it’s something I could have done myself, 

some effort would have been required to cut a whole bunch of round 
disks and glue them together.   

So in the end I’m glad I put the effort into scratch building the Gonk 
droid.  I now have a model of something that isn’t produced in a kit, 

and on top of that it matches the 1/12 Bandai series of figures/droids.  
All that’s left is to continue and finish the rest of the projects I’ve 

started to scratch build.  Coincidentally they are all Star Wars theme 
subjects. 


