




There’s a few reasons I want to build this kit.  For starters the markings look unique and should 
be fun to paint, but most importantly I need to get a simpler project under my belt since I’ve 
been tackling some more challenging builds lately.  Additionally I had almost no choice but to 
start this kit as every time I go to a club meeting or a build day, I’m not able to take the more 

complex projects I’m working on as they are either too fragile or I’m somewhere in the painting 
phase.  That’s one of the reasons why I have more kits on the go than I would usually like to 

have on the go. 
Anyway this is a 1/48 scale kit from Hasegawa.  The markings are for a Honduran plane from the 

‘Soccer War’ time period.  Note the war wasn’t over a soccer match. 
This first installment of the build series will cover the building phase.  It looks like a relatively 

simple kit and I’m trying to keep the build simple as well. 



Gunze H-58 

Just because I want a simpler build doesn’t mean I won’t do a few extra things.  In this case I 
added some structural ribbing to the cockpit walls before painting.  I used Gunze H-58 for the 

interior colour. 



Normally I would lay down a gloss coat before doing a wash but in this case I didn’t.  Around the 
ribs I brushed on a dark wash. 



Then I used an almost dry brush dipped in odourless thinner to blend the wash and essentially 
remove it from the higher areas. 



The kit seat had some sad looking seatbelts molded into it so I removed them and used P/E 
seatbelts instead.  I painted the buttons on the side panels and used a light grey wash on the 

side panels which really improved their appearance.  In theory I should have scratch built a seat 
but then it wouldn’t have been a simple build. 



I used the decal for the instrument panel as there is no way I could paint this good.  The kit has a 
nice option where the panel decal is provided with only the gauge detail.  Gloss was added to 

the dials after a flat coat. 



Whenever possible I like to add extra plastic on the inside of the fuselage seam to add strength 
to the joint.  In this case I used small arched pieces 90 degrees to the seam for what I hope is 

additional strength. 



Hasegawa did a nice job to provide extra surface on the wing root to prevent any gaps here. 



That said I had to however pull the nose apart a bit to get a good fit at the front lower fuselage 
area.  See next slide. 



If the front fuselage isn’t spread a bit then a bad step results in front of the wing.  Luckily the 
fuselage glue hadn’t fully set when I discovered this. 



Although I’m not ready to install it yet I did assemble and paint the engine already.  Not sure 
how much will be visible but it’s a pretty good representation by Hasegawa. 



The kit comes with the wing tip navigation light molded in grey plastic.  The intention is that the 
modeler paints the lights.  Although this would be a relatively easy task to do I decided that it 
would look much better if the light fairing was represented in clear and on the inside a hole 

coloured with the appropriate paint would be present to represent the bulb.  So I cut out the 
navigation light and filed some clear sprue to fit into the wingtip wedge.  Then I drilled a small 
hole and used either clear red and blue to represent the coloured bulb.  The clear sprue was 

then glued into position with Tamiya liquid cement. 



Once the glue was dry I used a sanding stick to sand everything so that the lens blended in with 
the wingtip contour.  It’s a few minutes of effort but I think this looks better than simply the 

painting option. 



I also cut out the landing light area.  The instructions have you paint this silver but I knew that 
would never look realistic.  Before inserting the clear piece that I had filed to shape I added a 
silver disk to the inside to represent a light.  Again a small addition that hopefully adds to the 

overall realism. 



So the theme that I’ve been running with in the last few slides is that small details can make a 
big difference.  So there are also some clear navigation lights that are molded in and the 

instructions have you paint silver.  So again I decided to take another extra small step.  First I 
shaved off the protruding dome and drilled a small hole into the fuselage where the light is 

located. 



I then heated and stretched some clear sprue and inserted the piece into the hole until it was 
seated.  At that point I marked the point where it is flush with the fuselage.  I then cut off the 

excess and chucked the section that is inserted into the fuselage into my pencil grinder. 



Using the pencil grinder as a lathe I used a sanding stick to shape the top of the clear sprue.  
Once done I dipped it into Future and set it aside for final assembly.  This might sound crazy but 
each lens took about 2-3 minutes to make, not a huge investment in time but hopefully will give 

better visual results.  I’d be truly crazy if I were to drill a tiny hole from below to represent a 
bulb.  I might still yet… 



When I got around to the tail wheel I discovered that there wasn’t a drop in bay included in the 
kit.  Although this is an area that nobody would likely ever see I none the less decided that I 

couldn’t live with it like this.  Read:  OCD. 



It’s 30 minutes of my life that I won’t get back but I’m much happier with some extra detail here.  
I glued walls to each side of the fuselage and then added a floor/roof.  The walls would have 

been easier to do when the fuselage was still in 2 halves, but obviously I didn’t study the 
instructions well enough. 



I also spent a little time getting the exhausts painted.  It’s a nice set up where they can be glued 
to a plate that gets installed at the end.  I used various shades of Life Color paints to get the 

rusty effect.  After that was done I dry brushed some metallic paint to emphasize the metallic 
nature of the exhaust pipes. 



The gun barrels were prepped and set aside for painting.  On the outer guns I replaced the kit 
tube with Evergreen so that the longer barrel is round and has no molding seam lines. 



Hasegawa does a nice job providing separate flaps.  I’ll paint these and then assemble them to 
the plane. 



And there’s not much more to say about the assembly.  I added all the gear doors already as the 
gear bays are the same colour as the exterior, as is the landing gear.  There’s nothing too 

complicated about this kit.  I tried to take my time to get it assembled properly, and as I’ve 
pointed out took a few extra small steps to improve the overall appearance. 



The kit overall is pretty decent.  It’s not quite a ‘shake the box and it’s assembled’, but it’s not far 
either.  I don’t think I could assemble and paint it in 12 hours but overall the kit doesn’t fight 

you.  The next installment will cover the painting.  Stay tuned. 



Time to continue the build.  It’s now time to move onto the painting stage.  I started by washing 
all the parts with  Dawn liquid soap.  I use an old toothbrush to wash all the parts and then 

rinsed it all off with water.  I set aside to dry thoroughly and  then I protected the cockpit with 
some foam and liquid mask along the back canopy area. 



Normally I would start by black basing the entire model.  A lot of people do this as the first step 
and then start filling in the panel centers leaving faint black lines along all panel lines.  I’ve never 
tried this approach but I still paint everything black first.  I use it more as a primer and to inspect 

for defects.  This time around I decided to skip that step entirely and go straight to the 
underlying base colour, in this case XF-23.  I also added some Tamiya Clear to my paint mix.  As 

usual I used Mr. Leveling Thinner.  

XF-23 Light Blue 



The base coat still did a good job of highlighting any defects that needed repairing before proper 
painting begins.  In this case most of the touch ups were required along the fuselage seams. 



After I re-sprayed the areas I had repaired I decided to try something a little different with my 
painting approach.  No masking tape was harmed in this process!  Everything was sprayed free 

hand.  I filled panels with different colours and also added streaking with those different colours.  
All these colours were gloss which was fine.  As you may have noted I added gloss to the base 
colour, reason being to improve the flow and prevent the paint from drying before it hit the 

model surface.  All to get a smoother paint finish. 

X-14 Sky Blue 

X-4 Blue 

X-16 Purple 



The panel lines were highlighted with XF-85 which was highly thinned.  And this is the result that 
you get.  It leaves you with several things.  Firstly aside from looking like an Andy Warhol piece, 

it makes you wonder if this approach will work or if the dark blue final colour will hide 
everything.  Secondly it leaves you with finger cramps as this was a long spraying session! 

XF-85 Rubber Black 



XF-17 Sea Blue – 2 parts 

Next up is the final blending coat.  For that I mixed up what I think should equal FS 15042, 
although I did try to make the paint a little lighter for scale effect. 

XF-8 Flat Blue – 2 parts 

XF-2 Flat White – 1 part 

FS 15042 



If you’ve read my other build articles the final blending coat should be nothing new to you, 
however I did make a change to this process.  What I actually ended up spraying is more of a 

glaze.  There’s more Tamiya Clear in the mix than there is paint.  On top of that I added my usual 
Mr. Leveling Thinner.  What the added gloss does is add more transparency to the blending coat.  

This picture does a good job of showing the transformation. 



For starters let me say that the clamp on front of the plane was essential.  The paint takes longer 
to dry and I didn’t want my hands anywhere near it.  I also made sure that I sprayed slowly in 

small sections and working pressure was around 13-14 psi once I depressed the airbrush trigger.  
The gauge shows 20 psi at idle which goes to show the pressure drop that can happen.  My 

initial thought was to keep applying more of the final coat but I decided to stop and let things 
dry.  Initially it looks like the purple may be too stark of a choice but it’s better to stop, let things 

dry and analyse the result later.  I also think that the blue is still too light but time will tell. 



I’ve had time to look over the results, and I’ve concluded the paint as it is now is too light.  I 
therefore mixed up a darker batch.  I took 3 parts of my custom mix and added 1 part X-1 gloss 

black.  The 2 blotches on the right give a comparison to the original colour.  At this point it 
almost looks like a dark grey, but my plan is to apply another glaze type finish.  I didn’t bother 
measuring anything in my first mix, but for the darker second coat I took 2 parts clear to one 
part colour.  Then I at least doubled the volume with thinner and was ready to paint again. 



Part way through the additional painting and you can start to see the rear fuselage becoming 
darker in tone.   



Here is the result of the additional 
painting session.  Definitely darker.  
I almost wanted to go darker but I 

stopped myself as it would hide the 
underlying layers even more.  I also 

suspect that once I add the wing 
and tail marking more contrast will 
be created which will draw the eye 

away from the overall blue.  
Additionally the matt coat and any 

subsequent weathering might 
darken things as well.   

I discovered that my first glazing 
layer must have had more gloss 
than my second glazing coat as 
the second one covered much 
easier.  If I were to do it again I 
wouldn’t use purple as one of my 
colours and I wouldn’t use such a 
dark colour for the panel lines.  
The colours need to be much 
closer to the glazing colour as 
there’s more transparency in it. 



It took only a few minutes to mask off the main areas where the national marking go. 



First I sprayed a semi gloss mix of white.  Once that was dry I masked the white section and 
painted a custom mix (see above) for the national blue.  It adds a lot of visual interest to the 
plane, the main reason I bought the kit.  And now that the national colours are on I’m glad I 

didn’t darken the main blue further. 

XF-8 Flat Blue – 1 part 

X-14 Sky Blue – 3 parts 



Couple of issues regarding the national markings.  In hindsight I should have sprayed the colours 
matt instead of a semi gloss/gloss.  It ended up getting a bit thick but in the end it didn’t cause 

me any significant set backs.   But I should have taken the extra time to gloss matt colours 
afterward.  Secondly this painting obscured the darker panel lines.  I therefore sprayed a highly 

thinned coat of X-19 Smoke on the panel lines to ensure continuity.  Nothing worse than a 
heavily weathered model with pristine markings. 



A little bit more masking for the anti glare panel.  Again this was a quick masking session, unlike 
so many of my other sessions… 



First thing I did was to spray XF-1 on the panel lines. 



Then I sprayed a thinned coat of XF-85. 

XF-85 Rubber Black 



I must have gotten some thinner on my glove and of course managed to fudge the front cowling.  
It’s not a big deal to fix and I’m actually lucky that it only got the anti glare panel, however this 

kind of stuff still pisses me off when it happens. 



I relied on the gloss that I had added to the paint mix to serve as a good base to apply the decals 
and a panel line wash.  In hindsight I probably should have given the plane another gloss coat 

before as the decals might have sat better and I found it was difficult to remove the wash. 



After sealing the plane with a misting of gloss I used Gunze H-20 Matt.  I thinned it probably 50% 
with acetone.  In the past I used Mr. Leveling Thinner but I’ve recently discovered that acetone 
helps Gunze paint cure hard.  But I also ran into problems.  The matt coat had a very sandy and 

somewhat white appearance to it.  I think the amount of acetone caused this. 



Drawing on previous experience I decided to sand the plane with wet sponge backed 5000 grit 
pads.  Although this looks good in the picture I was still left with streaks. 



I therefore tried Novus 2.  That made things somewhat better but left an uneven gloss 
appearance on the plane finish.  Since I had started on this process however I continued to finish 

the rest of the plane that way, at least it got me a consistent but flawed finish. 



So after that experiment I went back to sanding the plane with wet sponge backed 5000 grit 
pads.  That got a better and duller finish but I still had streaks and scratches in the finish.  



Although this might sound like I’m going around in circles, I tried using the Novus 2 over the 
plane again.  This time around it created a smoother finish.  I obtained a glossier finish that 

makes the plane look more like metal. 



The original intention was to have a matt finish, even though the pictures I have of the plane 
suggest a glossier finish.  I’m however actually please with the appearance of the glossier finish 

and it also brought more depth to the colours. 

5000 grit sanding 

Polished paint 



At this time I was ready to airbrush exhaust stains.  It’s hard to tell but I layered 3 colours, black, 
brown and white.  ‘A’ for effort. 



I'm relatively happy with how the navigation lights turned out.  I’ll use this approach on my 
models from now on.  Blending them in makes a huge difference compared to painting or gluing 

little clear sections on after the fact. 



The clear lights also look immensely better than if I had painted them silver.  Again I’ll use his 
method going forward. 



I didn’t talk about it earlier, but I hate yellow propeller end markings.  This time around I had 
painted the tips in the light blue base coat and then sprayed thin coats of yellow.  The base coat 

really helped, and as you can see I also had to do some extra masking for the ends.  All other 
small pieces are now attached and I’m ready to reveal the finished product.   



I forget how many times I had to dip the canopy to get a relatively dust free result. 











So there it is.  And as I look at the picture in this slide I discovered that I had never seen the 
radio wires in any other pictures, or perhaps I wasn’t looking hard enough.  I’m leaving the kit as 
is however.  The original intent was for a simple OOB build with some unique markings to make 

it stand out.  It’s true the only thing I added was the P/E seatbelts and the navigation lights, 
neither of which consumed much time or effort.  I did however spend a lot more time on this kit 

that I had intended due to the problems that I ran into with the matt finish.  Truth be told I’m 
glad I learned that I should keep the acetone to a minimum in the mix on this build as opposed 
to a more intensive build.  I did take a laissez-faire attitude on this build.  I approached it from 
the point of view that I was trying some new things, especially when it came to the paint job. 

In the end it’s not my best work but it’s not my worst either.  The gloss finish that I achieved by 
accident is interesting.  To achieve it I basically had to remove the matt finish I had applied.  It’s 
called ‘rework’ in the business and it wasn’t my intention.  In the end however I walk away with 
a feeling that I’ve learned something, and that for me is the most important thing and gives me 

impetus to do better on my next build.    


