




From my inventory stores I picked the Hasegawa F-15C in 1/48 scale.  This was as I recall a highly 
praised kit at the time it came out.  That was quite a while ago.  Since then Great Wall has come out 

with  state of the art F-15’s.  I ordered the Great Wall F-15I (Israel) and can’t wait to see what that looks 
like.  Regardless I’m not throwing this kit out, unless I really bugger it up during the build.



Over time I bought a few accessories for this kit.  The first one was resin ejection seats from Legend 
even though the kit bang seats are alright (I’m going from memory as I built a Hasegawa F-15 years 

ago).  I also picked up an engine nozzle set from Hasegawa.  Here comes the ‘place your hand over your 
eyes and shake your head’ moment.  When I opened up the kit box I discovered this particular kit 
already came with those upgrade parts.  Yes I feel like an idiot now, but then again I’ve also heard 

similar stories from other guys in the club.

The kit

Aftermarket



The one item that worries me is the decals.  I like the markings that Hasegawa provide however they 
are Hasegawa decals which have given me trouble in the past.  Then there’s always the crazy option of 

making some of my own masks.  Time will tell what I decide to do.



The first thing I did before starting on the kit was to make a enlarged photo copy of the colour call outs.  
I pinned them up over my work bench.  There’s nothing worse than flipping back and forth through the 

instructions to identify the colour code.



The extra photo etch in the kit, as well as the duplicate aftermarket item contain buckles to make your 
own seat belts.  It does involve cutting out your own strips for the fabric portion and weaving 

everything through the tiny buckles.  For this build I decided to still stick with the Legend resin seat.



I actually did quickly assemble the kit seat.  I used it to compare the seat height of the aftermarket seat.  
I’ve run into situations in the past where the aftermarket seat is nothing close to the kit provided seat 

in terms of dimensions.  In this case it the resin seat appears to match the kit seat for height.



The resin seat provides the sensors for the top of the seat as separate items.  To start with they had lots 
of flash to clean up and then I wasted no time at all setting the item free from my tweezers into the 

abyss of my carpet.  Time to scratch build these items.  I drilled tiny holes into round sprue and glued 
small wire into it.



Here are the items trimmed and glued in place.  They don’t look too bad in my opinion.



You have to love it when a piece is designed in such a way to expose the ejector pin marks on the 
surface that gets seen versus the underside which is out of view.  This is one example of that in this kit.  
Instead of filling these divots I glued a piece of styrene over the marks.  I think kit manufacturers have 

improved this kind of thing over the years, but this is an older kit.



Another part that could have been designed better is the intakes.  They are in 2 pieces and there’s no 
tabs to join them, it’s just a butt joint.  Perhaps this is due to the molding technology of the time.  

We’ve probably gotten spoiled over the years with single piece molding of complex items.



Additionally there’s lots of ejector pin marks on the intake inside faces that need cleaning up.  You can 
see I’ve already applied putty to cover the ejector marks. .  I also placed styrene in the cavity of the 

intake floor to strengthen the joint. 



More ejector marks.  These were pretty heavy duty, but because they were raised it was just a matter 
of sanding them down.



I’m not sure if it will be visible once the model is assembled but I chose to drill out the cannon barrels.  
It didn’t take long to do so it was no big deal.  



Hasegawa actually provide full engine intakes.  Nice feature but they will require a bit of work to clean 
up the seams.  OCD kicked in at this point and I decided to cut off the locating tab protrusions to get 

the intake smooth and seamless.



Along the sides I glued scrap pieces of styrene to add strength when I’m puttying and sanding the inside 
of the intake seams.  The second picture shows some putty slapped to the inside.  I used a combination 

of Q-tips soaked in Cutex and narrow sanding sticks to smooth out the putty.



After some sanding and smoothing I pained the intakes Gunze H308.  The intakes aren’t perfectly 
smooth, but any flaws are hard if not impossible to see, so I was able to dial back the OCD.



I also added some scrap styrene on the rear fuselage seam area, again to prevent the putty and seam 
from cracking when I cover the joint.



The area behind the cockpit is a weird colour.  The instructions call out for H63 but that would have 
made it a bluish metallic colour, referred to as Atoke for WWII Japanese planes.  Instead I painted X-28 

Green first followed by a thinned H63 to get the metallic green look I was after. 



When you start getting into this kit you discover that it’s actually a relatively quick build based on the 
number of parts that need to be assembled.  That is surprising given the size of the model, but that can 
also be a trait of Hasegawa.  There are a few things that highlight that this is an older kit, and I’ll cover 
those in future build installments.  Overall though I think with a bit of work this kit still holds its’ own.



The cockpit comes with raised details and no decals for any of the instruments.  I decided to have a go 
at painting the thing versus digging out generic instrument dial decals and trying to utilize them.



The area behind the cockpit with other colours applied.  I knew it would happen, and so it did...I broke 
the rod for the canopy lift cylinder.  I should have measured the length before deciding to inadvertently 

breaking the item and having it go missing.



Here’s the whole tub.  I’ll probably apply a wash later in the build..



Now I was ready to glue the nose section with the cockpit installed.



I also glued the main fuselage together.  I deviated from the instructions by gluing the intake trunks on 
after the fuselage was together.  I did this to avoid damaging the sharp points.  They’d be a real pain to 
repair if something happened to them.  This worked out well as I would have been left with a difficult 

gap to fill otherwise on the main intakes.



The wing joints were fairly easy to clean up.  The seam is on the lower wing and part of the leading 
edge.  I used Dymo tape as a guide to re-scribe any lost panel lines..



To re-scribe the panel lines on the leading edge I tried something different.  Usually I do it with just a 
knife with mixed results.  This time around I used a curved P/E saw.  This approach didn’t work out too 

bad.  The lines stayed straight where as using knife sometimes doesn’t result in the same thing.



I used my Pro Hobby sanding paper holder to sand the fuel tanks.  This helps to ensure you don’t have 
any flat spots and keep the round profile.



This kit has recessed panel lines on the fuel tanks.  In reality I think these would be welds and should be 
raised, however I’m more than happy with the recessed lines.  To restore them after sanding I again 
used a curved saw and followed it with the scriber.  Again this worked out really well and I’ll likely 

continue this technique in the future.



I also painted up the resin bang seat.  This looks much better than the kit provided item, although the 
kit seat doesn’t look horrible.  You can’t tell in the picture and I’m not sure you’ll be able to tell once 

the kit get looked at with an ordinary set of eyes, but I did paint the seat cushion in 3 different shades 
of green.  Not sure if the extra work will be noticeable.



I applied multiple coats of my Mr. Surfacer 750 mix to hide the gap inside the gun housing.  Hopefully it 
does the trick.  I’ll truly know when I apply paint.



Next up was gluing the front fuselage to the main body.  This could have been better designed.  Putty 
and sanding will be required to blend both sections.  I’ll take 50% of the blame for the poor fit, but I 

think the kit design accounts easily for the other 50%.



If you remember when I started this kit I was worried about the kit decals.  Just a few days later I saw 
an advertisement for new F-15C decals.  They are designed for the Great Wall Hobby kit, but hopefully 
won’t present any problems.  They probably cost more than what I paid for the original kit.  $10 of that 
cost was shipping, but they also include 5 double sided colour print outs.  I’m sure that contributes to 

the cost as well.  Then there’s the mark up for suckers like me... 



It being an older kit you are also presented with a mold seam on top of the canopy.  It doesn’t belong 
there in real life so it needs to be removed.



Step 1: Scrape away the raised seam. Step 2: Sand area with fine sanding stick.

Step 3: Start sanding in ever finer grades. Step 4: Use Micro Mesh sanding pads, wet with water.



This is what the canopy looks like after I got down to 12000 grit.  The seam has disappeared but it still 
doesn’t look as clear as you’d like.



Next step was to use the 3 grades of Tamiya polishing compound.  I used a Q-tip to apply it and work it 
into the surface.  Apparently tissue paper could leave scratches.  I cleaned each layer with a cotton rag.



The last step was to use the Novus system to finish the canopy.  You use the #2 product first (again no 
tissue paper but their supplied cloth) and then finish it off with their #1.  The canopy turned out really 

well.  Nice and clear and I didn’t manage to crack it during handling.



This time I worked on a lot of the smaller parts.  There’s still more work required on the fuselage, but 
so far it’s been an easy build.  It looks like the kit still holds its’ own after all these years.  I also just 

received the Great Wall Hobby F-15I.  I’ll have to have a closer look and compare the two.  I’ll try to do 
that in the next build article.



I was working on small sub assemblies in the last build article and am continuing with that.  The first 
decision I had to make is whether to install the turkey feathers on the exhaust or go for the exposed 

nozzle look.  First off I heated up a scrap piece of photo etch to see what kind of realistic burnt effect I 
could achieve.  I was happy with the result but ended up deciding to not use the turkey feathers as 

most F-15’s don’t have them installed.



The instructions didn’t do a good job explaining where part MA9 is located.  After a bit of examination I 
found a tiny dimple on the exhaust section that the photo etch piece locates on.  Once I had that 

figured out it made the job a lot easier.



I also used a little tip that I got from Frank.  I wet the area where the photo etch was to be placed with 
Tamiya extra thin liquid cement.  Then I placed the photo etch.  This sets it in place without you having 

to muck with CA and cause all sorts of disasters.



Once the Tamiya cement had dried I placed small amounts of CA along the photo etch parts to 
permanently secure them (hopefully anyway).  A fine tip glue nozzle is required for this.  



It’s a bit of work adding all the pieces but I hope the end result is worth it.  Also worth mentioning is 
that as with most photo etch, no spares are provided.  If a piece goes flying out of the tweezers (as they 

usually tend to do) you might be buggered.  I had one piece go flying but was lucky enough to find it.  
Painting these should be interesting.



The forward fuselage joint cracked and I had to refill it.  In hindsight I should have tried adding some 
strengthening/alignment styrene tabs on the inside surface before joining the forward fuselage to the 

main body.



One thing Hasegawa is very good at is not providing many weapons in their kits.  This kit is different as 
they supply Sparrow and Sidewinder missiles, however they show their age and are somewhat 

outdated for what you would typically see on a F-15 today.  None of my other kits in inventory had 
anything I needed either, unbelievable!?  I had considered buying a Hasegawa weapons set, but the set 

I wanted didn’t have all the items I was looking for and wasn’t readily available either.  Some 
manufacturer needs to come out with a new weapons set.  I’m sure they’d sell out no problem.



I decided to put the effort into cleaning up all the missiles supplied.  Strangely Hasegawa don’t include 
any painting guide for the Sidewinders, only the Sparrows.  Clean up was lots of work.



Once I had finished clean up of the Hasegawa missiles I had an order come in.  Included was the Sea 
Harrier FA 2 which happened to have modern AIM 120 missiles.  I decided that I wouldn’t be using 
them on the Harrier so they’ll be going on the F-15.  Maybe I can find some modern Sidewinders 

somewhere as well.  Cleaning up all the Hasegawa missiles was wasted effort as I won’t be using any of 
them now.  By the way, the Sea Harrier looks like an awesome kit.



Next I glued on the wings, applied putty, sanded and then restored any lost panel lines.  No major 
issues encountered.



Gluing the tails was next.  As you can see in the picture the insert tabs leave lots of slot, so no help for 
alignment here.  I glued the tails and hope I got them sitting vertical.



Wooden skewers and toothpicks in the landing gear locating holes props the model up for painting.



Smaller parts were all skewered or clamped and washed in preparation for painting.  Note the new 
clamps I found for small parts.



I added some extra detail by drilling and gluing short bits of wire for the center hard point where a fuel 
tank would go.  Unfortunately I didn’t have a 3rd tank so I decided to add this little extra detail.  In truth 

I’m not sure if it will ever be noticeable.



In the last build article update I detailed how I sanded and polished the canopy.  After sanding I used 
polishing compounds instead of dipping it in Future.  Once thing I neglected to think about was that I 

still had photo etch to glue to the inside canopy.  I can’t use CA since the canopy would fog up without 
a coat of Future, and the polishing compounds ensure Future doesn’t stick to the canopy.  I therefore 

used Tamiya clear to glue the P/E.  I hope they stay on.  BTW, I did have one P/E handle go flying out of 
my tweezers and was not able to find it.  I’m not losing any sleep over it.



I also received the F-15I from Great Wall Hobby, so I thought I’d compare the 2 kits quickly.  Incidentally 
GWH also make a F-15C.  First off the box is really heavy, so a lot more parts than Hasegawa.  Tires are 

much better and so is the cockpit detail.  Much nicer missiles are also included.



A full engine is also included, although it really won’t be visible.  There’s also a lot more surface detail 
on wings and fuselage sections.  



There’s more detail inside the landing gear bays and there’s no shortage of weapons.  The one thing the 
kits have in common is that the canopy seam also needs cleaning up.  You can see that a few decades 
make a difference.  Mind you the price is probably 2 or 3 times higher compared to the Hasegawa kit.



Almost ready to start painting.  That will likely be covered in the next build article.  I’ve been giving the 
painting some thoughts so hopefully the techniques actually translate into something worthy.  Hard to 

stay focused with all the other nice new kits arriving.  



There’s a little more prep work before I get to painting.  I also decided to take the Sidewinder missiles 
from the Sea Harrier kit.  I drilled some holes and pinned them to make it easy to mount them as well 
as providing strength.  Nothing worse than missiles falling off.  Perhaps it’s the type of plastic Kinetic 

use but the Mr. S Cement really attacked the plastic.  I had one break where I had pinned it.  Again this 
could all be due to my heavy handed approach.  I’ll switch to plan ‘B’.



I also made up a new antenna behind the nose cone.  The decal sheet helped with highlighting this 
updated antenna.



The cockpit was masked and I used foam in order to keep unwanted paint out.



I primed everything with Tamiya flat black.  I thinned it with their acrylic thinner and also added a few 
drops of Tamiya paint retarder..  This was done to eliminate/minimize the paint pebbling.  After priming 

it appeared that no touch ups were required.  Happy days.



I mixed up some XF-60 along with some white and sprayed the inside of the exhaust nozzles.



Once painted I masked the valleys with 0.7 mm masking tape.  Then I masked the angled section as 
well.  It’s fortunate to be able to keep these items on the sprue for painting.



With the first set of masks in place I sprayed streaks of highly thinned flat black



Next I removed the larger masking tape and sprayed streaks in that area.  I hope all the work I’m doing 
turns out as I have imagined.



This is what it looks like once I remove the 0.7 mm masking tape.  A bit stark but it’s not my intention to 
leave it this way.  More spraying to blend things and oil washes are planned.  I’ll show what it looks like 

when the model is completed.



There are more items to the exhaust.  Again I’m employing masking tape to provide contrasting zones.



Phase one painting pictures.



After removing the mask and painting some more.



Same painting process for the engine outlet section.



Then I masked off the cylinder section and sprayed the exhaust section.  All this will receive a wash 
later as well.



I am not a fan of painting white gears and wells.  I’ve screwed that up in the past, however I discovered 
the root cause of the failures was that I was painting these items gloss.  My new process is as follows; 
prime black, spray flat white.  I do however add a bit of Future to the mix to aid in the flow out of the 
airbrush.  Ensure the paint is adequately thin.  Then spray Future to add the gloss element.  Doing it 

this way (simple I know) has really improved the end result.  I’m also trying to utilize packaging foam to 
mask off wheel wells.  This is quicker than masking the areas off and generally does the trick in 

preventing any overspray into the cavities.



I also did a quick retouch of the intakes with Gunze H-308.  Some black primer got in here.  It was no 
big deal to do this.  Right after I used a hair dryer, an item I haven’t needed in years.  I used it to dry the 

paint quickly so that I could continue painting without delay.



I mixed up some XF-80 with white to lay down an initial base coat.  The exact colour of grey doesn’t 
really matter.  The only important thing is that the grey is lighter than subsequent coats.  A solid 

coverage coat also isn’t required.  The paint came out a bit rough in a few sections but I’ll smooth 
everything before proceeding with more paint.



One thing the grey base coat did reveal is a crack at the rear of the cockpit.  This will have been caused 
by me when I was screwing around getting the interior walls to fit tight to the fuselage.  I’ll putty that 

up and smooth it out before more painting is done.



Well the painting process has started.  Still lots of work ahead of me.  I’ll continue describing my 
painting process in the next update.



Really starting to got into the painting now.  After having applied a base light grey I sprayed a dark grey 
along all the panel lines.  The dark grey was fairly thinned to help spray it easily.  This makes the model 

look like a really weathered navy aircraft or something that might be seen at a scrap yard.



The paint scheme for the F-15 is apparently called ‘Mod Eagle’.  I found a website that gives mix ratios 
for Tamiya paints to bring them up to FS standard.  It’s enough to get you in the ballpark, however I still 
found myself making a few adjustments to the colour.  Using this for the FS36251 I mixed 3 parts XF-83, 

1 part XF-2.  Again this was highly thinned so the panel line highlight would show through.



I enlarged the instructions to provide masking templates.  Somehow I screwed up on the sizing and the 
instruction sheet was still smaller than the actual kit.  Regardless I still used them as a guide, cutting 

them slightly larger.  At first I placed the mask on but I wasn’t sure of where it was actually located on 
the part.  I then temporarily taped on the cut out and then used that to located the mask.



I have this really nice foam backed double sided tape that I wanted to use to locate the masks.  The 
foam backing would help provide a nice consistent distance that the mask is from the model.  

Unfortunately the tape is too sticky, so I placed some hobby masking tape down and then put one side 
of the double tape on that.  The other side of the double sided tape goes on the paper mask, so the 

problem with sticky tape solved.



Here again is the example of how I went about things.  This might look easy but it was actually a lot of 
work.  I could have sprayed the camouflage free hand, but I was looking for a clean crisp, yet slightly 

soft edge to the different colours, and no over spray.



I actually had to spray the camouflage in two different stages as I wasn’t able to fit all the masks at 
once.



Here is the second phase of the masking.



And here is the result of all my hard work.  For the FS36176 I mixed 9 parts XF-66, 3 parts XF-2 and 2 
parts XF-18.  I have to say that I am really pleased with the result so far.  The demarcation between the 
two colours is not too harsh, and the lines have a nice ghostly appearance.  The second grey might not 
be as dark or blue as I would have liked, but I’m going with what I got.  I had less light available than I 
usually have, however I’ve found to have gotten good painting results in the past with less than ideal 

lighting.  Funny how that works.



For the nose I added a little more XF-18 to my custom mix to add more variation to all the different 
parts of the plane.  The tip of the nose was masked off to again provide contrast.



The metal section might look a little rough in the picture but it doesn’t really look as rough to the eye.  I 
sprayed Tamiya gloss black first followed by AK Interactive Aluminum.  I highlighted the panel lines with 

AK Dura Aluminum.  I had some bleeding as I sprayed it a bit heavy, so touch ups will be required.



The picture of the bottom does a better job of showing the actual results.  Again touch ups are also 
required here, but I’m happy with the metal appearance.  In hindsight I should have painted the metal 

area first as I needed to apply a heavier coat and there’s difficult areas to reach.



This might look like weird markings but I painted it this way as the decals are designed for the Great 
Wall Hobby kit and dimensionally they wouldn’t fit 100%, so I was trying to be pro-active with this step.



Small whitish lines were also required on the top of the intakes.



And of course I broke off my scratch built antenna and wasn’t able to find it.  Hopefully I can blend in a 
new one and have it look like it was always there.



I have another product review.  This time it’s the Carson magnifier.  This is like a Tamiya and Opti-visor.  
The lenses snap on like the Tamiya visor (but have different clip spacing compared to Tamiya) and the 
head band is like the Opti-visor.  Additionally a handy LED light is mounted on the top.  It’s not heavy, 

swivels and does a good job of lighting up your work.  For lenses a nice storage case is included and the 
magnification goes up to 3 times!  They are the ones in the front and are like Coke bottle bottoms.  I 

saw this item on Amazon for under $60, so the price is good as well.



Well I’ve made some headway with the painting.  Unfortunately some tough ups will be required but I 
hope it’s not too much work.



As I mentioned in the last update I had some bleeding in the metal painted areas so first thing I did is 
touch these up.



Much better.  Once I apply a panel line wash it will help visually separate the areas even more.



As I also mentioned before the front antenna broke off, so I made a new one.  Only once the new one 
was made and glued on did I find the original I had made up.  Why do you only find the pieces after 

you’ve made new ones?  Is it called Murphy’s Law?



Parts of the cockpit were quickly masked and sprayed black.  After that was done I sprayed on a highly 
thinned coat of Future.  The model didn’t look ‘sunglasses required’ glossy, but I felt it was smooth 

enough for decal application, so I decided to proceed.  I didn’t want to put too many coats of gloss on 
as it increases the likelihood of getting more dust into the finish.



I always like to try new products, especially in this case as it related to decaling, which I have had lots of 
issues with in the past.  I’m trying AK Interactive decal solution.  It smells a lot like Windex, but testing 
little decals on the bottom of the plane suggested it was working well.  Obviously Cartograph decals 
also help things.  You really don’t want to touch the decal after applying the solution, as it appears to 

also soften part of the gloss finish for a while.



Being happy with the initial results with the AK decal solution I transferred some of it into a new 
container.  Why?  The AK bottle is fairly tall and guaranteed to be knocked over by the clumsy modeller 
who is writing this article.  Keeping an old Gunze bottle around (with a dispensing brush in the cap) was 

really worthwhile.



Some of the decals didn’t fit as they were intended for the GWH kit.  I had to use 2 decals for the 
wingtip navigation identification markings.



I’m happy with the decal application so far.  I’ve hidden the tail markings and will reveal these when the 
whole model is finished.



This is one of the decals I had to soak several times with decal solution.  Root cause likely being the 
amount of gloss I had (hadn’t) laid down.



I used my usual ‘go to’ MIG dark wash to highlight the panel lines.  Sometimes capillary action fills in 
the recessed line, other times you have to run your brush along the panel line and clean it up after it 

has dried a bit.



Once the lines are cleaned up with odourless turpentine and a Q-tip it highlights the nice difference this 
step makes.  One thing I’m starting to realize is that when applying paint or gloss/matt coats there will 

always be flaws to touch up, and dust will always find its way into the finish.  Lesson learned I shouldn’t 
be shy about adding multiple gloss coats, etc.



The foam I used to mask the gear bays makes things easy, however in this case it covered a bit too 
much and a small touch up will be required.



The other thing I found out from the aftermarket decals is that the electronics bays have been re-
painted in gloss white on F-15’s.  Obviously you only find these things out after the fact.  I’m leaving 
mine in the greenish tone because this happens to be the one F-15 that missed that paint upgrade.  

Well that’s the story I’m inventing anyway…



Just a short update, and nothing spectacular work wise to cover.  It’s summer time and progress has 
slowed.  Just thought I’d throw out a small update as this weekend I sat outside doing the panel lines.  

It’s tedious work but better done outside compared to hiding in the basement.  It’s starting to get near 
the end but I still have a lot of accessory work ahead of me.



After the last update I received a few questions regarding the flat coat that I use and the process I use 
to get to that stage.  For decaling and for sealing the paint I use either Tamiya gloss or Future.  A couple 

of thin coats (thinned with Tamiya acrylic thinner) typically suffice.  Once dry I decal and then usually 
apply another one to two coats of gloss to seal the decals.  Once everything is dry it’s time to fill in the 
panel lines with a wash.  I typically use MIG Productions ready to use wash, but you can also mix your 
own with oil paints.  The key to the panel line washes is not to use acrylic based products.  With the 

acrylic base coats it allows you to ‘mess’ up over the existing paint job and clean it up with turpentine.  
This way the finish is not damaged.  Once all the panel lines are painted and dry it’s time for the flat 

coat.  I typically use Mr. Hobby (imagine, a Mr. Hobby product) H-20 flat clear coat.  I thin it with Tamiya 
acrylic thinner.  The flat coat looks like it dries quickly, but I’ve found that if handled too early I end up 
leaving my finger print in the finish.  Therefore I like to wait a couple of days, but most times leave it 

alone for a week, just in case.



And here we see the finish right after I sprayed the Mr. Hobby flat coat.  The nice thing about this flat 
coat is that it leaves a subtle eggshell sheen.  There’s a little debris in a couple of spot, so I might sand 
the whole aircraft a bit to improve the finish.  Although I didn’t mask the metallic areas, I did try and 

avoid spraying over them with the flat coat.



The drop tanks and pylon supports were painted in a different colour from the plane, in this case I used 
XF-66. I’m not a fan of painting missiles or ordnance in general.  The kit missiles are a bit dated and 
plain, which is why I took AMRAM missiles from the Kinetic Harrier kit.  Some masking and various 

paints produced an acceptable result.  



Here’s the result after applying a wash.  Removing the wash was a little more difficult because I didn’t 
gloss coat the paint first.  I’m OK with the grubbier look for the tanks.



For the turkey feathers I sprayed AK Interactive Jet Exhaust over some silver.  I had previously given the 
feathers a wash of Tamiya Smoke but still wasn’t happy with the way they looked.  The effect might be 

a bit hard to see in this picture but I’m happy with the result.  If you build jets I’d highly recommend 
picking up this colour.



I had decided to paint all the exhaust parts first and then assemble them.  I chose CA glue to attach the 
exhaust feathers but the nature of CA doesn’t give you much ‘manipulation room’.  I didn’t use regular 

cement as I was worried about melting the paint.  The result was poor alignment, not to mention that a 
bunch of P/E parts came off, and of course missing as well.  I’m not happy with the results and need to 

try something different. 



Remember when I originally discovered that I had a second set of exhaust that I didn’t need because 
the kit came with this set?  Well now I need it.  My approach is to start over with the exhaust and use a 

different assembly and painting sequence.



In the first picture you can see the tiny slots that the exhaust pedals go into.  The ring also allows for 
some play so using regular liquid cement will allow me time to adjust everything.  The second picture is 

of the main engine outlets that I’m using over from my first attempt.  Everything else is new.



Step 1 is to mix up some white with a few drops of buff.  This is sprayed on the inside of the pedals.  
Then 0.7 mm  masking tape is used to cover parts of the inside and thinned black is sprayed on 

followed by a wash.



I still wasn’t quite happy with the look so I used Abteilung 502 buff oil paint to drybrush the interior.  I 
might still do some more washes later on.



Here’s what the exhaust outlets look like now.  I’m much happier with the alignment.  Next steps will be 
attaching the P/E and painting the items.



I had hoped that this would be the final article for this plane, but the exhaust have delayed things.  I’ll 
paint them in the next article.  I haven’t been able to get much done over the summer but at least I 

wanted to put out a quick update for everyone.  Stay tuned, I’ll get back into the swing of things 
eventually.



OK, time to finish this plane.  I’ll start with the rework of the engine exhausts.  After the 5 turkey 
feathers were glued I sprayed Tamiya gloss black on the outside.  Once that was dry I sprayed Humbrol 

silver followed by Alclad II transparent blue onto the ring.



I then attached all the photo etch pieces.  I glued them on with Tamiya liquid cement.  I utilized the 
melting action of the paint to set the photo etch.  This allowed me time to place the items in the 

correct position.  Afterwards I added small touches of CA glue to secure it all.



I masked the rings and sprayed the turkey feathers with AK Interactive Jet Exhaust.  I liked the effect the 
last time I used it, this time however it resulted in a gloss finish.  I think I sprayed too much on possibly.  
I then dry brushed on Model Master Aluminum Plate.  The bottle I have is all dried up so only a small 
amount ends up on your brush making it difficult to over do it.  The exhaust on the left has already 

been dry brushed.



Still not 100% happy with the result I used AK Interactive True Metal Aluminum paste to do more dry 
brushing.  The nozzle on the left is the result.



This is the final result of the nozzles installed on the plane.  I did a wash of Abteilung 502 Buff oil colour 
on the inside of the nozzles.  I’m happy with how that worked out.



The main landing gear was vague in terms of fit/alignment.  I was using the linked strut as a guide 
where to position the gear front to back but the result was that the main gear was angled forward and 

looked odd.  In the end I adjusted it so that the gear sat straight.  Therefore this is one of the 
weaknesses of the Hasegawa kit.



The navigation lights are molded into the plastic and are not clear styrene.  I therefore painted these 
areas silver before applying Tamiya clear colours.  This doesn’t work out too bad.  I had wanted to use 

Bare Metal foil but ended up being lazy and just used the silver paint as a base instead of foil.



Getting back to the cockpit, I punched out some duct sealing tape and placed the disk onto the 
projection section of the HUD.  Then I added a drop of Tamiya clear green over this.



First time using Hasegawa clear hologram finish.  I cut this into pieces for the HUD glass and used tiny 
bits of CA to hold the glass to the HUD photo etch frame.  No spills luckily.



Finally it was time to glue the ejection seat in place.  You know you’re getting close to finished at this 
point.



I also glued on the main canopy.  For some strange reason the lifting cylinder rod didn’t line up with the 
inside of the canopy frame.  I just bent the rod forward a bit.  It’s really hard to see the error on the 

finished model, but still a mystery as to the alignment problem.



Thanks to Howard for pointing out that applying wax (not silicone based) onto the clear parts protects 
them from CA fogging.  I used this to good effect as I had to glue some photo etch back onto the 

canopy that had come off.  In a statement to dumbness, it looks I missed this tip because I obviously 
didn’t read the product overview.



There’s a weakness on the Hasegawa kit when it comes to installing the rear horizontal tail planes.  The 
holes were too big and the flaps drooped.  I used CA and accelerator to make the holes smaller.  

Hasegawa knows about poly caps and should have designed the kit with them in this area!



I glued the drop tanks and missile pylons on at the end of the build.  I didn’t add any missiles onto the 
main body as I didn’t have any good items available.  Adding the drop tanks and missiles is almost 

essential as the F-15 looks very barren without them.  Now I’m done with the build and it’s time to 
show photos of the finished product.



I’m fairly happy with the exhaust area and am very happy with the paint finish.  The extra masking work 
really paid off.  There’s no ridges between the 2 greys.



Pretty pleased with how the exhausts turned out as well.



No major screw up on the clear pieces.



I’m very happy with how the decals look.  The tail markings really stand out.  The extra prep painting I 
did for the decals was well worth it as the decals were designed for the Great Wall kit.  Sorry I don’t 

have a photo studio and not enough white board to cover the background.  This is actually a fairly large 
plane.



Close up of the tail markings.  But you were able to figure that out yourself…





Finally done!  I started the plane in April and finished it at the beginning of September.  I only managed 
to work on it a little bit at a time and that’s one of the reasons it took a while to complete.  Overall I’m 
happy with the results.  I tried a few different things with the painting technique and the decals didn’t 
fight me a whole lot.  Again, having good aftermarket decals on hand helps.  I was worried about the 

Hasegawa decals at the start of the build and I’m glad that I spend a few extra dollars on replacements.  
I feel it made a big difference.  So in review, it’s an older kit that shows its’ age in certain areas, but I’d 

like to think with a bit of effort that it can still be made into a decent result in the end.  That said I can’t 
wait to try my hand at the Great Wall F-15 (F-15I).  I look forward to trying the masking technique for 

the Israeli camouflage.  For now though I have other kits in line to be built first…


