
Cherry ‘T’ (Little ‘T’) Street Rod 

 

 

I’ve always liked the look of a shortened Ford Model T based street rod.  Based on an article way 
back, written by Dennis Doty, I built a shortened street rod based on the original Monogram Little ‘T’.  
There are only a few remnant parts from that build and I’ve always wanted to try to do one again. 

 

The original Little ‘T’ has been reissued a number of times, below are some of the versions that have 
been issued.   



  

Original Little ‘T’ – 1964    Sweetee - 1970 

  

Street “T” – 1975     Ford Street “T” Roadster – 1987 

  

The Boomer Bucket – 1998   Ford “T” Roadster - 2006 



 

Ford “T” Street Rod – 2014 

What is not available in any of the re-issues: 

- six Stromberg carb setup 
- chromed oval gas tank 
- whitewall tires and moon disk wheels 

Using the Early Iron Series Street “T” as a base, the intent is to have the model finished for the 
Toronto Model Car Contest and Show in September 2019, which has a them of “T’s and A’s” (Ford 
Model T and Ford Model A based carst.  The model will have the following modifications: 

- shortened wheelbase 
- original chrome gas tank (courtesy of club member Howard) 
- detailed engine (electrical wiring, fuel plumbing, throttle linkage, etc.) 
- three Stromberg carb setup (I have six, but one is damaged and I don’t feel like casting a 

replacement) 
- replace gauges in the interior with aftermarket 
- wheels and tires are still undecided, but putting the trailer wheels on the front has some merit 
- candy red paint job 

Some decisions will be made along the way: 

- exhaust pipes 
- whether the faux lanterns will be used 
- what changes to the interior 
- whether canvas top will be included 
- whether chromed suspension pieces will be left or cleaned up an re-sprayed with Molotow 

chrome paint  



 
Building starts with the frame, gluing together from rails and radiator.  There is a LOT of sink 
marks on the frame due to the thickness of the rails. 

 



 

 
 
Here is where the rear frame crossmember will be moved to.  This keeps the gas tank about in 
the same position, but moves the rear wheels closer to the body so they don’t stick out the 
back as much. 



 
 
Some styrene sheet used to make a new mounting platform for the tank. 

  



 
The engine has the oil filter and starter motor molded into the two halves.  This will be removed 

and replaced with scratchbuilt pieces.

 



 

 
Starter motor replaced with lathe turned pieces. 

 



 
First mockup photos. 
 

 



Since the wheelbase is shortened, there is some extra work needed on the rear suspension.  I 
decided to remove the chrome from the suspension parts.  This will help with cleaning up the mold 
lines and allow some additional detail.  The rear axle had a large hollow molded into it (to reduce any 
sink marks).  After soaking the parts in the purple grease remover (the old Castrol SuperClean), the 
hollow was filled in with styrene strip. 

 

 

 

 



 

The mold lines on the spring were particularly bad on one side as the molds were misaligned.  This 
occurred on both parts that I had.  For about 5 second I thought about scratchbuilding the springs, but 
decided that not to do so. 

 

 

The ends of the suspension arms were chopped short, RBMotion rod ends installed and new frame 
mounting plates added.  It’s just the angle of the camera, but the rod ends actually line up correctly. 



 

 

The new gas tank mounts now interfere with the suspension dampers, which are also too long for the 
new location. They were shortened by taking the top mount, adding a 2 mm diameter aluminum body 
and 1.1 mm styrene rod and fabricating replacements. 

 

This is how the dampers will look once installed.  Not quite sure yet how the will be painted (body 
colour, metallics or chrome), but they will have Meng bolt/nuts added 



I found six Stromberg carbs in my parts collection, but one of them is badly damaged.  I had decided 
to go with three of them, but forgot about this decision when I got back into the project again.  I 
modified an existing single carb intake manifold by cutting it apart and sandwiching a Stromberg six 
carb manifold from my parts box.  (It may have even been the original Little “T” kit I built way back).  I 
will now have to repair the damaged carb or mold and cast a replacement. 

 

 

 

 



 

I had a few choices for the exhaust, but decided to go with the original kit pipes, even though they are 
a bit to small in diameter.  A styrene strip flange was added.  This will be ‘blinged’ up with some bolt 
heads during final assembly.  Not quite sure what colour they will be painted. 

 

Front suspension arms were cut up, 1 mm diameter tubing and RBMotion rod ends installed. 

 



 

A parts box drive shaft was lengthened and angled to fit the now shortened transmission and 
differential. 

Back to some more work on the Little ‘T’, which I have decided to call it Cherry ‘T’ as I will be painting 
it metallic red.  I added a tie rod and steering rod from 3/64” diameter brass tubing.  The aluminum 
tubing I have goes from 1 mm to 2 mmi diameter with nothing in between.  I had to put a small 
styrene plug in the end because the rod ends were fitted too loosely. 

 

 



 

 

One size larger rod end is used for the tie rod and steering rod.  I added the left side exhaust to make 
sure that all the clearances would work. An aftermarket distributor has been fitted to check for 
clearances. 

 

The other end of the steering rod goes to a steering arm just under the body. Everything will be 
moveable so that the wheels can be posed. 



 

I linked up the steering arm to an oversized steering box made from 4 mm diameter styrene rod.  

 

 

A search through my parts box yielded two mufflers from the Meyers Manx, that had the right angled 
pipe and fit perfectly in the space under the interior.  The other releases of the original Little ‘T’ kit did 
not include the mufflers, but left the mounting tabs (which I haven’t removed yet).  A polished, 2 mm 
diameter aluminum tube with serve as the exhaust pipe.  Again, everything is dry fitted to make sure 
clearances are all okay. 



 

I have sourced enough lights to do the two lights near the windshield and two taillights.  The side 
lights will have MV lenses and I was going to do the same for the rear. 

 

However, I remembered a suggestion about some bling from Michael’s that make great taillights.  I 
got the 5 mm diameter ones – they also come in 4 mm and 2 mm. One design has a flat face (these 
are the ones I used) and the other design is pointed. 



 

 

A breather tube and radiator hose/thermostat housing were added to the intake manifold.  The 
radiator hoses will be some flexible, off white tubing I found, covered in black shrink wrap tubing. 

 

I wanted to replace the pulleys with some Machined Aluminum Specialties items.  However, this 
means that I needed to design a bracket to mount the alternator.  The pulleys stick out a far bit, so the 
bracket will have to be kind of long. 



 

This is what I ended up with: 

- A mounting plate on the front of the alternator 
- A plate to mount the alternator 
- Some 1 mm diameter styrene rods for the plate, these will be attached to the front of the left 

head of the engine in two holes that I have drilled. 

Engine, frame, dash, body and the supports for the gas tank were painted with Tamiya TS-85 Mica 
Red, followed by 2 coats of TS-74 Clear Red and 2 coats of clear.  This Mica Red does not have as 
prominent a metal flake as TS-39, and what little sparkles kind of got lost under the Clear Red - ah, 
well. 

Most of the rest of the parts were done with Molotow chrome – I do love that stuff.  I have to repaint 
the tank and rear axle after polishing out some surface flaws.  I also need to paint the steering wheel 
with my three part wood grain system. 

Ready to start assembly in a couple of days.  Just a few small parts missing from the photo. 



 

 

 


